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Portland, Oregon
Portland Oregon is in the American pacific Northwest with 652,503
residents (2020 census).
Portland is the 24th-largest U.S. city, between Las Vegas and Boston.

Portland is the whitest city in the US (64%)
13% of Portland residents are experiencing poverty, compared to 
12.4% statewide.
11% of Portland renters are severely rent burdened (half of income 
goes toward housing).

Craft beers account for 39.3 percent of Portland's retail beer sales--
highest in the U.S.
More workers commute by bike (6.3%) than in any other major US 
city (>150,000 population)
Portland speaks English and: Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, Russian, 
Somali, Ukrainian, Romanian, Nepali, Chuukese



Data tells 
stories



Data is Business Intelligence 
and story telling



Open Data



Open data is data 
that can be freely 
used, re-used 
and redistributed 
by anyone.
Portland’s Open 
Data Day 2023



Data as an asset

The value of data is relative, timely 
and contextual.

Data is considered strategic.

It leads to achieve direct 
monetization of data and its 
derivatives. 

Risk of disconnecting personal data 
to the people who originated it.

Creating value through Open Data
European Commission
Directorate General for Communications 
Networks, Content and Technology 2015



Data as Commons
"information and knowledge resources that are 
collectively created and owned or shared between or 
among a community and that tend to be non-
exclusive” 

- Fuster Morell, M. (2010, p. 5). 
Dissertation: Governance of online 
creation communities: Provision of 

infrastructure for the building of digital 
commons.

These resources are held in common, not owned 
privately. Government data falls into this definition:
• Open Data
• Transparency - Public Records

Source: P2P Foundation



Open Data Principles and linked data

Public

Accessible

Described

Reusable

Complete

Timely

Managed Post-Release

Open-by-Preference



Open data as public empowerment



City of Portland Core 
Values – Human 
Rights

● Anti-racism
● Equity
● Transparency
● Communication
● Collaboration
● Fiscal Responsibility

Digital Justice
Digital Rights



Design Justice

❖ Design to sustain, heal, and 
empower communities.

❖ Center on impacted voices.
❖ Change emergent from 

collaboration.
❖ We are facilitators.
❖ Value lived experience.
❖ Shared.
❖ Community-led.
❖ Non-exploitative solutions.
❖ Learn from what is working.

https://designjustice.org/read-the-principles



Data can empower



Community awareness - Research justice

https://youtu.be/HRz1O53G

https://youtu.be/HRz1O53GVGM


Community based Technology assessments

https://youtu.be/R3dZScVO
DPw

https://youtu.be/R3dZScVODPw
https://youtu.be/R3dZScVODPw


Open Data 
Day – A 
History of 
Connections



Open Data Disco Tech – March 24 and 25, 2023



Open Data Disco Tech



2024 Open Data Day – March 2nd, 2024



VISIT US ONLINE portland.gov/bps

The City of Portland is committed to providing meaningful access. To request translation, interpretation, 
modifications, accommodations, or other auxiliary aids or services, contact 311, Relay: 711. 

Traducción e Interpretación |  Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch |  अनवुादन तथा व्याख्या |  口笔译服务 |  
Устный и письменный перевод |  Turjumaad iyo Fasiraad |  Письмовий і усний переклад |  
Traducere și interpretariat |  Chiaku me Awewen Kapas |  翻訳または通訳 |  ການແປພາສາ ຫືຼ ການ
ອະທິບາຍ الشفھیةأوالتحریریةالترجمة  | |  Portland.gov/bps/accommodation

Hector Dominguez
hector.dominguez@portlandoregon.gov
Open data and privacy coordinator
Smart City PDX Program -
https://www.portland.gov/bps/smart-city-pdx 

http://portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy
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